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* * * * * * * 


The San Luis Obispo County Emergency Communications Council (SLOECC) is made up of 
more than 65 licensed amateur radio operators with special interest and training in emergency 
communications. SLOECC coordinates the efforts of the Radio Amateur Civil Emergency 
Service (RACES) and the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) in San Luis Obispo 
County. SLOECC members are located throughout the County, maintain reliable radio systems 
that do not depend upon regular sources of electric power, and are prepared to respond to the 
need for radio communications whenever regular systems fail, including such emergency 
conditions as fire, flood, earthquake or other disaster. 


* * * * * * * 


APRIL SLOECC-ARES/RACES TRAINING MEETING 


The April SLOECC/ARES/RACES meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 23, at 7:30 pm at 
the SLO Sheriff's Department Administration Building, 1545 Kansas Avenue (off Highway 1). 
The featured presentation of the evening will be a program to help get us ready for fire season. 
The Planning and Training Committee will set up the portable packet station and one of the cross- 
band repeaters. The group will be divided into teams to take turns setting up the systems. Don't 
miss this one! 


TUESDAY NITE NET VARIATION SCHEDULED FOR MAY 20 


Kent Henneuse, KE6EJO announces a special ARES/RACES net exercise for May 20th: 
1900-1930 Local simplex checkins 
1930-1945 Local SLOECC Net on the area-wide simplex freq.(146.460) 
An initial call and move will be made from 147.360 
1945-completion 
An ECC checkin will be taken on 28.465 Mhz, USB. 
Individual Checkins are welcome on that net upon ECC checkin completion. 
NCS will repeat all QST's and such that night as needed. It is meant to be a fun exercise so don't 


get frustrated by the variation in procedures. There is life beyond repeaters! 
* * * * * * * 


FROM THE ARES DEC & SLOECC PRESIDENT 


"The trip is often as important as the destination." It seems as though I have been using this 
cliché a lot the last few weeks to describe the PG&E Grant process we have undertaken. As I 
noted in the March Newsletter, we have three possibilities for the grant - ATV, APRS, and a 
Mobile ECC. In preparing for the grant we have done a lot studying and we have had ATV and 
APRS Demonstrations. The studies and the demonstrations have generated a lot of interest and 
have given us a lot of valuable information. Even if we do not get a grant, the trip through the 
application process will have been worth the effort. The final decision for the Grant Application 
will be made at the May Board of Directors Meeting. If you have any input, let a Board Member 
know as soon as possible. 


APRS: The APRS Demonstration really got our attention. Several people have expressed a keen 
interest in APRS. I know that some have been actively pursuing both hardware and software 
acquisition. Our real problem is coordination. We need someone with a little time to coordinate 
the efforts. If you can help, let Pete Lawn WA6DFU or me know. As a side benefit to APRS, 
several folks (including me) have been dusting off their old packet stations and getting them going 
again. If nothing else, the demonstration gave packett some new life. We need to keep this 
technology active. With the ever increasing activity on the Internet, it is real easy to forget or to 
discount packet. When a real emergency hits us we will need all the packett operators and packet 
stations we can get. 

BAR-B-Q: The Bar-B-Q has a home - Heilmann Park. This is a very nice facility on the south 
edge of the Chalk Mountain Golf Course in the southern part of Atascadero. Given the normal 
weather in early June in north county, we should have a great day. The Board has decided to 
have the Bar-B-Q catered. Since the event will technically be for planning and training purposes, 
the Board felt that we could underwrite some of the costs. The Cal-Poly ARC has also 
consented to helping. With this help, we can keep the meal costs down to about $3/person. In 
May we will settle on a final activities list. Your help in preparing the list is needed. So, let us 
know what you want to do. We will probably start mid morning finish up mid-afternoon. With a 
little planning, this event can be a lot of fun and we can get a lot of good practice. 


COMMUNICATIONS SYMPOSIUM: The Symposium held on March 29th was a qualified 
success. The turnout was a little disappointing, but the Meeting was very good. Those who 
attended got a lot out of the Meeting and it was well worth the effort. I want to thank everyone 
who came out and gave of their time. 


MOU'S: The MOU process with the Red Cross and the Salvation Army is progressing nicely. 
We should have MOU's in place by Summer. 


APRIL MEETING: Both the April and May Meetings will be devoted to Planning and Training. 
I know that Bill and Chuck have some surprises waiting for us and both Meetings will be 
interesting and enjoyable. 


-- Jack Hunter KD6HHG 


SOUTH BAY UPDATE 


+ The Estero club sadly reports that Paul Cassidy is now a silent key. 
+ The portable packet is now stored at ECC-11. Check with KD6RCQ,WB6ROW or 
N6MUJ befor borrowing. 
+ For sale: Sears 2600 watt, 120 V gas powered generater, $100. Call NOMUJ 528-0647. 
-- Chuck Wilson, N6MUJ. 


* * * * * * * 


TECH TIPS 


+ Carolyn, KE6OEN, notes that it takes a brief time for the repeater to recognize the PL and key 
on, so when using it, key, then wait half a second before speaking, so that your first syllable will 
not be lost. 
+ For those of you (few) who tune up short antennas on low frequencies for SSB; the bandwidth 
of the antenna may be very small, so instead of tuning the antenna at the carrier frequency, tune it 
2khz low, so that it is peaked right in the middle of the voice band. Remember: if you are on 
lower sideband, with an nominal frequency of 3800khz. nothing is radiated at 3800khz. After all, 
the carrier is suppressed! All the radiation is confined to 3796 to 3799.7 khz. 
+ Ifyou are working on something any might drop small screws, or other items, spread a 
magnetic sign, face downward, on the floor below. The small dropped items won't bounce. 

-- Richard Dickey, W6ORKA 


* * * * * * * 


SLOECC OFFICERS 


Jack Hunter, K.D6HHG (South County), President 

Richard Decora, KD6FQO (South County), Vice President 
Richard Dickey, W6RKA (SLO), Secretary-Treasurer 

Kent Heunnese, KE6OJR (SLO), Director (1997-1999) 

Bill Palmerston, K6BWJ (North County), Director (1996-1998) 
Max Sicher, WD6Z (Estero Bay), Director (1995-1997) 


* * * * * * * 


The SLOECC NEWSLETTER is distributed monthly to members and friends of the San Luis 
Obispo County Emergency Communications Council. E-mail is the preferred method of delivery; 
please notify the Editor of any change in your e-mail status and address. Deadline: 10th of each 
month. Submissions may be edited space or style. Contact: Bob Alberti, W6TTX, via: 

E-MAIL at W6OTTX@fix.net PHONE at 461-5993 FAX at 461-0554 

USMAIL at 9001 Rocky Canyon Road, Atascadero 93422-4715 


SLOECC Bulletin 
P.O. Box 910 


San Luis Obispo, CA 93406-0910 


Cal Poly W6BHZ 


Box 53 University Union 


Ga Poy, 


San Luis Obispo,CA 93407 
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